


Hands-on Agriculture Workshop Connecting Saitama’s Tone River Basin 
and Okinawa’s Ocean
Yuka Mizutani, Professor
Center for Global Education and Discovery

【Abstract】
At the end of April 2024, we held a hands-on agricultural workshop in the rice paddies of the 
Tone River basin in Saitama Prefecture. This was part of outreach activities that attempt to 
introduce the natural environment and culture together.
More than 20 Sophia University students, including international students, participated in the 
workshop. The students seemed to have had a fun and fulfilling time through planting rice, tasting 
the rice harvested from the fields where they planted the seedlings, and interacting with young 
farmers. In addition, we provided an opportunity to sample some food from Okinawa, the base of 
Famille for Nature Conservation, which planned this event. Participants also tasted Shizuoka tea 
and experienced a sauna reproduced using traditional Japanese methods.

【Future Prospects】
I would like to continue to explore ways to protect and pass on the local environment and 
culture through outreach activities in Okinawa and Saitama. Also, although we were unable to 
achieve it this time, we would like to think about ways to put into practice mobile exhibits at 
such activity venues.

https://researchmap.jp/blogs/blog_entries/view/943932/665b5c2ba1332f557fb0c1ea07257e1b?frame_
id=399665
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/famille_for_natureconservation/

GOAL 14: LIFE BELOW WATER
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources 
for sustainable developmentConservation of Satoyama Landscapes through Yato Management Based 

on Local Farming Practices
Mikiko Sugiura, Professor
Center for Global Education and Discovery/ Graduate School of Global Studies

Yatsuda paddy fields, developed on the narrow valley bottoms of the Tama Hills, and their 
surroundings preserve valuable natural environments despite being located within the Tokyo 
Metropolitan area. This environment, known as satoyama, has been receiving increasing attention 
in recent years for its functions and values as a socioecological system mediated through human 
activities such as farming practices. 

In particular, paddy field management based on local traditional knowledge nurtures local 
vegetation through the water system, and supports the ecology of valuable amphibians and 
insects that depend on this environment. Its functions and value are receiving global recognition 
as one of the Nature-based Solutions (NbS) that contribute to biodiversity conservation and 
climate change measures. Satoyama is now an important Japanese-originated concept that 
demonstrates the sustainable relationship between nature and humans.

The Machida Rekikan Management Association, the Rekikan Supporters Yatomori Club, the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and other local community members are carrying out the 
valuable satoyama conservation work. I participate in these conservation activities as one of 
the contributors and as a researcher studying the connections between mountains, rivers, and 
oceans. With the understanding and cooperation of the aforementioned organizations, students 
in my Environmental Science and Conservation courses also participate in conservation activities, 
where they learn about human interactions with nature and its richness.
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Sophia University Island Sustainability Institute (ISI)

Sophia University Island Sustainability Institute 
(ISI) has experience and expertise in field-based 
socio-ecological production systems focusing 
on res i l ience,  vulnerabi l i ty  and adapt ive 
capacities-related data collection, policy design 
and implementation projects in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Additionally, ISI is involved in analysing 
context and place-specific biodiversity (i.e. 
protected areas, nature-based solutions) and 
climate change related adaptation policy in 
small-scale farming and fisheries communities. 
Empowering communities is a central tenet of 
ISI work. ISI is actively involved in gender-related projects and research, specifically looking at the 
role of women in small-scale agriculture, agro-forestry and fisheries in island contexts. 
Specific key examples of ISI work related to SDGs 2, 3, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15 and 17 include: 

・�Green Climate Fund (GCF) Climate Adaptive Food Security Project for Farm Households 
throughout the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM)
ISI worked with multiple governmental and non-governmental stakeholders on the “FSM National 
Coordinating Mechanism for Food Security” climate to continuously oversee and monitor all food 
security activities throughout the Federated States of Micronesia. ISI is also developing policy 
protocols and guidelines, research plans, and work programs under this project to integrate 
climate resilient food production into relevant policies and strategies to achieve long-term food 
security in the FSM. This activity is mainly related to Goals 2 and 13 of the SDGs.

・�The project is funded by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and is a community-based national 
climate change adaptation project funded by the Pacific Community (SPC).
By being involved in the establishment of this project in Micronesia, we are contributing to 
Goals 2, 6, 14, and 15 as well as Goal 13 of the SDGs. In this activity, we have been involved in 
communication plans, training materials for municipalities to obtain grants, environmental and 
social protection materials, and training.

•UN IFAD Small Island Food and Water Project (SIFWaP)  
This is an ongoing project with IFAD Pacific Region office. ISI has been involved in project pre-
launching work since 2022. SIFWaP focuses on farming and water projects in RMI, FSM, Kiribati 
and Vanuatu – 4 SIDS identified by the World Bank as among the most vulnerable in the world, 
particularly from an environmental perspective. ISI co-organized, coordinated and moderated the 
pre-launch national workshops for all 4 countries. ISI also produced the Monitoring and Evaluation 
Guideline and Impact Assessment Concept Note. ISI has played an active role in inception 
workshops with all 4 countries and is now transitioning into implementation from spring of 2024.  

•Shimoda City Japan SDGs and Glocalism Working Groups  
In 2022 was asked by Shimoda City government (Shizuoka prefecture) to act as moderator, 
facilitator and co-organizer of monthly meetings from July 2022 to present.   In June 2023 ISI 
presented the findings and policy proposal to Shimoda City government. Since July 2023 ISI has 
led a project team to develop eco-tourism, payment for ecosystem services schemes related to 
marine socio-ecological production systems and marine conservation and sustainability use, and 
satoyama / satoumi integrated policy design and environmental educational activities.  
Since January 2024, we have been working on a coastal restoration project in collaboration 
with the University of Javeriana in Colombia and the University of Tsukuba’s Shimoda Coastal 
Experimental Center. This is a collaborative effort between students and faculty, as well as 
representatives from the Shimoda City Hall and the surfing community, to exterminate non-
native plants that have taken over the coastal ecosystem and gradually regenerate the damaged 
ecosystem. Activities are conducted every other month, and in June 2024, a symposium was held 

in Shimoda City by professors from Javeriana University, Tsukuba University, and ISI, Shimoda 
City Hall, and the surfing community. It was an opportunity for interested citizens to learn about 
the damaged coastal ecosystem and the role of ecotourism in ecosystem restoration and nature 
conservation. Students from Sophia University and Tsukuba University also participated.

【Research Project】
•�Measuring Climate Policy Commitments of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to Nature-
based Solutions  
In 2023, ISI will partner with the University of Javeriana, the University of Aruba, the University 
of the West Indies, the Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Micronesian 
Conservation Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, and the Pacific Community (including over 
15 SIDS in the Pacific) to launch an interdisciplinary research project on nature-based solutions 
in island countries and island regions (NbS We have established an interdisciplinary research 
project on Twenty-three researchers, including four graduate students from Sophia University’s 
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, are currently collaborating on the project.

The key aim of this research is to understand the levels of commitment to NbS as a meaningful 
approach to climate adaptation, mitigation and disaster management amongst SIDS as reflected 
in their integration into national climate policies. 

The objectives to achieve this aim are: 
1.�Develop an NbS policy scorecard that can be used to evaluate the depth of integration of / 
commitment to NbS for climate action by SIDS as detailed in their climate policies and legislation. 

2.�Apply the scorecard to those climate-specific policies and legislation from all SIDS to identify: 
　a.Which countries demonstrate the greatest commitment to NbS for climate 
　b.Which countries would benefit from expanding their commitment 
　c.Which facets of NbS for climate are the highest and lowest scoring. 
3.�Build a baseline of data for all SIDS, identifying areas for increased commitment to / integration 
of NbS. 

In August 2024, ISI was selected to receive a three-year research grant from Sophia University’s 
Special Promotion Fund for Academic Research as a priority area research project. The title of 
the research project is “Measuring the climate policy commutations of small island developing 
states and territories to nature-based solutions.”
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 GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertifi cation, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Hunting Camp in Akitakata City
Hiroshima Gakuin Junior and Senior High School

Students	 observed	meat	 processing	 at	 the	Akitakata	City	Meat	
Processing	Facility	 for	Wild	Birds	and	Animals	and	saw	an	actual	
trapping	site.
There	are	an	estimated	12,000	deer	in	Akitakata	City,	located	almost	
in	 the	center	of	Hiroshima	prefecture,	and	a	human	population	of	
about	27,000.	The	deer	are	 increasingly	causing	greater	damage	to	
the	crops	of	local	farmers.	Yet,	rather	than	just	exterminate	them,	the	
facility	staff		 thought	about	how	they	could	 turn	 the	deer	meat	 into	
a	 local	delicacy.	They	decided	to	butcher	some	deer	to	make	food.	
The	process	was	carried	out	very	hygienically,	carefully,	and	quickly.
Early	the	next	morning,	a	deer	was	caught	in	a	trap,	so	the	students	
went	 to	 the	 site	and	observed	 the	killing	process.	The	deer	was	
hit	on	the	head	with	a	stick	to	stun	it,	then	its	carotid	arteries	were	cut	and	the	blood	drained.	
It	was	 then	 immediately	 taken	 to	 the	processing	 facility.	To	kill	 the	deer	 instantly	and	without	
stress,	a	hunting	rifl	e	is	supposed	to	be	used,	but	on	that	day,	it	was	broken.	Instead,	a	wooden	
stick	was	used	to	kill	the	deer	by	hitting	it	in	the	neck.	It	took	about	three	hits,	and	was	a	pretty	
shocking	sight	for	the	students,	as	the	deer	cried	out	and	reacted	wildly	each	time.
Through	this	training,	the	students	learned	about	the	problem	of	agricultural	damage	caused	by	
animals	and	how	living	creatures	are	turned	into	meat	for	consumption.	The	training	also	taught	
the	importance	of	taking	an	animal’s	life	and	not	wasting	it.

Flower Arrangement and Flower Bed Making
Sophia Fukuoka Junior-Senior High School

Since	last	year,	Sophia	Fukuoka	Junior-Senior	High	School	has	been	
focusing	on	fl	owers	and	working	in	partnership	with	businesses	and	
local	 governments	with	 the	aim	of	brightening	up	 the	community	
with	fl	owers	and	greenery.
The	fi	rst	activity	is	a	project	where	Sophia	Fukuoka	receives	fl	owers	
from	JA	Yame	and	arranges	them	at	events	such	as	school	festivals	
and	the	Fukuoka	Municipal	Zoo	and	Botanical	Garden.	This	activity	
allows	visitors	 to	enjoy	doing	fl	ower	arrangements	and	 take	 them	
home.	 Through	 these	 events	 flowers	 and	 greenery	 become	 a	
pleasant	part	of	people’s	lives.
The	second	activity	 is	making	fl	ower	beds.	After	discussing	with	 the	
Fukuoka	Municipal	Zoo	and	Botanical	Garden,	 located	adjacent	
to	 the	 school,	 students	 cooperated	 in	making	a	new	 flower	bed	
on	 the	botanical	garden	entrance	grounds.	The	students	 took	 full	
responsibility	 in	 all	 aspects	of	 the	 flower	bed,	 from	designing	 to	
planting	the	seedlings	and	completion.	The	students	are	also	responsible	for	maintaining	the	fl	ower	
bed	by	watering	and	picking	 the	fl	owers.	Through	 this	connection,	Sophia	Fukuoka	was	able	 to	
make	a	 flower	bed	and	participate	 in	 the	Fukuoka	City	Flower	Festival,	where	Sophia	Fukuoka	
received	an	award	 from	the	mayor.	Furthermore,	at	 the	One	Person,	One	Flower	Summit	2024,	
Sophia	Fukuoka	was	 selected	 in	 the	One	Person,	One	Flower	 Initiative	Merit	 category,	which	
recognizes	companies,	organizations,	and	individuals	who	have	contributed	to	the	One	Person,	One	
Flower	initiative	promoted	by	Fukuoka	City.	As	a	result,	Sophia	Fukuoka	was	once	again	awarded	
directly	by	the	mayor	as	an	organization	that	has	made	a	particularly	signifi	cant	contribution.
These	two	activities	are	still	being	carried	out	today	by	students.

Enclosing Salmon:
Social-Ecological Resilience and Salmon Aquaculture in Japan
Takeshi	Ito,	Professor
Faculty	of	Liberal	Arts,	
Department	of	Liberal	Arts

This	 research	 examines	 the	 rapidly	 developing	
aquaculture	of	 salmon	and	 its	 impacts	on	 Japan’s	
society	and	ecosystem.	While	 the	bulk	of	previous	
studies	 have	 focused	 on	 how	 to	 reduce	 costs	
and	 improve	 the	efficiency	of	 farming	 technology,	
little	 has	 been	 researched	 about	 the	 social	 and	
ecological	 implications	of	 salmon	aquaculture.	We	
see	aquaculture	not	only	as	 technical	and	biological	 innovation	but	also	as	a	 socio-economic	
enterprise	that	disconnects	salmon	from	the	social-ecological	systems	(SES)	through	enclosures.	
Salmon	are	both	a	 food	commodity	 in	 the	global	 food	economy	and	a	keystone	species	 in	 the	
natural	 food	web.	By	employing	SES	analysis,	we	 investigate	how	the	enclosure	of	a	particular	
species	 influence	 the	sustainability	of	existing	ecological	 systems	and	 the	governance	over	 its	
production,	distribution,	and	consumption.	This	 research	seeks	 to	 integrate	 the	complexity	of	
social-ecological	interactions	into	environmental	policy-making	that	considers	the	sustainability	of	
both	humans	and	non-humans.	

This	research	examines	the	emerging	salmon	aquaculture	industry	in	Japan	and	its	implication	for	
the	 resilience	of	 social-ecological	 systems.	As	capture	salmon	production	has	been	decreasing	
every	year,	 Japan’s	salmon	 industry	 is	 starting	 to	augment	off	shore-	and	 land-based	 farming	 to	
the	existing	hatchery	system,	 the	dominant	system	 in	Japan.	While	salmon	aquaculture	has	 far-
reaching	consequences	 for	 the	fi	shery	 industry,	 the	 regulatory	 regime,	and	 the	ocean	and	 river	
ecosystems,	 little	 social	 science	 research	has	been	 conducted	 to	understand	how	 this	 new	
technology	 is	 impacting	 the	 resilience	of	 social-ecological	 systems.	 This	 research	examines	
how	this	shift	 in	salmon	aquaculture	 is	 transforming	both	 the	existing	ecosystem	and	the	social	
relations	around	 salmon.	This	 research	 seeks	 to	add	 the	 important	dimensions	of	 resilience,	
global	 food	economy,	and	environmental	ethics	 to	 the	study	of	 salmon	aquaculture	operating	
within	the	complex	social-ecological	relations.

The	purpose	of	this	research	 is	to	understand	the	emerging	aquaculture	 industry	and	its	 impact	
on	social-ecological	 resilience.	Conventionally,	poor	harvest	of	 salmon	has	been	understood	as	
a	problem	of	scarcity	caused	by	open	access	and	overfi	shing,	thus	resulting	in	the	tragedy	of	the	
commons	 (Hardin	1968).	 Japanese	society,	along	with	much	of	 the	world,	has	addressed	 the	
problem	of	 the	fi	shery	stock	depletion	by	 forming	fi	sheries	cooperatives	 (through	 licenses	and	
monitoring	poaching)	and	developing	 technology	 to	 increase	 stocks.	While	 successful,	 these	
approaches	have	advanced	 the	commodification	of	 salmon,	 social	 inequality,	 and	ecological	
degradation.	We	argue	that	 the	transition	 from	hatcheries	to	 farming	 is	a	 longue	durée	process	
that	addresses	the	scarcity	problem	by	enclosing	salmon,	segregating	it	from	its	native	ecosystem	
of	seas,	 rivers,	and	 forests,	and	creating	a	controlled	space	 for	 the	production	of	market-ready	
commodities	for	human	consumption.	

https://www.kasasustainability.org/post/salmon-aquaculture-an-interview-with-soul-of-japan
https://www.kasasustainability.org/post/salmon-aquaculture-an-interview-with-frd-japan
https://www.kasasustainability.org/post/salmon-and-indigenous-people-an-interview-with-masaki-sashima-
and-morihiro-ichikawa
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GOAL 16: PEACE, JUSTICE, AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access 
to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Record of SDGs-related Activities
Daisaku Higashi, Professor
Center for Global Education and Discovery

Between 2023 and September 2024, I had the opportunity to engage in several projects 
contributing to the achievement of the SDGs. Below, I would like to briefly introduce three key 
activities.

The Gaza Conflict and Humanitarian Collapse
On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a cross-border attack, triggering a full-scale war between 
Israel and Hamas. The Israeli military invaded Gaza, resulting in the deaths of over 40,000 Gaza 
residents, leading to a humanitarian disaster.
When the Gaza conflict broke out, I had been living in Boston since September 2023, utilizing 
Sophia University's sabbatical leave, serving as a Visiting Scholar at Harvard University's Japan-U.
S. Program. I was planning to stay in New York for two weeks later that month to give lectures at 
the UN headquarters on the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and at the City University of New 
York on the challenges in ending the war in Ukraine. I also planned to discuss the Ukraine war, 
Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis, and peacebuilding in South Sudan with UN officials, but the 
Gaza conflict broke out just before my trip.
Coincidentally, Mr. Abdallah Al Dardari, who had invited me to Afghanistan as Senior 
Peacebuilding Consultant in February 2023, became the Director of the Arab Affairs Bureau 
at UNDP Headquarters in New York in May 2023. He was tasked with overseeing Gaza's 
reconstruction. After completing my scheduled lectures and research on the Ukraine war, 
Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis, and South Sudan peacebuilding, 
I had the opportunity to dine with Mr. Dardari in New York in the end of October; he asked me 
to provide expert input on the upcoming UNDP report about the destruction in Gaza. I reviewed 
drafts of two UNDP reports released in November and December of that year and offered 
comments that were incorporated into the reports.
When I temporarily returned to Japan in December, I co-hosted a talk at Sophia University on 
December 22 titled “Ending the Gaza Conflict and Humanitarian Catastrophe” with Prof. Sali 
Augustine, Chancellor of Sophia University. 
I was interviewed by NHK for a program aired on January 23, 2024, on “NHK Morning Show” 
during the 7 AM slot, where I discussed key issues for a ceasefire in Gaza and proposals for its 
peacebuilding.
On April 5, 2024, NHK BS aired a one-hour special of “International Reporting” marking six 
months since the Gaza conflict began. I participated and provided analysis on why the fighting 
in Gaza has not stopped, what is needed for a ceasefire, and Japan’s potential role in the 
subsequent reconstruction and peacebuilding process. On August 6, 2024, I was invited to the 
NHK Radio morning news show, to discuss, for about 14 minutes, challenges for ending the war 
in Ukraine, Japan’s role in ceasing the Gaza conflict and reconstruction, and Japan’s involvement 
in peacebuilding in other regions.
 
Peacebuilding in South Sudan
South Sudan, after gaining independence in 2011, plunged into civil war in 2013. Since the peace 
agreement in September 2018, a ceasefire has been maintained. I visited South Sudan in 2019, 
2023, and again in February 2024. While in South Sudan, I had discussions with key figures such 
as First Vice President Machar, Foreign Minister Morgan, and Deputy President Taban Dengai, 
as well as UNMISS’s representative, Nicholas Haysom, providing expert advice on sustainable 
peacebuilding efforts. In addition, I delivered four consecutive lectures on “Peacebuilding and 
Media” for South Sudan Public Broadcasting Corporation (SSBC) under JICA’s support. I lectured 
to SSBC journalists, directors, and executives, on peacebuilding challenges and how they could 
create programs to address these issues. As a result, SSBC broadcasted reports three times 

Cultural Heritage Education in Angkor:
From Academics in Archaeology to the Local Community
NHIM Sotheavin
Sophia Asia Center for Research and Human Development

1.The Importance of Cultural Heritage Education Programs
There is a lack of knowledge and information regarding Angkor’s history and cultural heritage, 
particularly in the educational materials incorporated into school curricula. Textbooks from 
middle school to high school offer very little information about Cambodian history, the history 
of the Angkor monuments, and cultural heritage. Additionally, very few books are available on 
Cambodia’s history and culture, resulting in a general public that is largely unaware of its own 
historical and cultural background. 
Historical and heritage sites were in danger during the war, especially in the 1980s and 90s. 
Cambodian conservators estimated that almost 80 percent of 1070 temples lost artworks in 
the early 1990s. Many art objects were looted to meet the demand of dealers in international 
markets. The collectors who love art objects have never given a priceless value to the cultural 
heritage. A small country like Cambodia, which faced prolonged conflicts, was an easy ground to 
traffic the illicit trade artifacts. For just one example, an auction house of Sotheby has collected 
Khmer artifacts for about 377 pieces since 1988. This issue shows that looting and collecting are 
interconnected. 
Even now, there are reports of art objects being looted and destroyed. This occurs because 
people do not understand the actual value of those art objects. We consider that cultural 
heritage education programs effectively prevent and protect against the illegal looting of art 
objects.

2.Activities of Sophia Mission in Cultural Heritage Education Programs
Due to insufficient material on Angkor’s history and a lack of awareness about its cultural 
heritage, we must explain it directly. We have created junior guidebooks in English, Japanese, 
and Khmer for children. In these junior guidebooks, we present the history and culture of Angkor, 
as well as the significance of its cultural heritage, in a very simple manner. 
Scientific archaeological excavation is not meant only for academic research but also to enable 
local inhabitants to understand our purpose and method of excavation and, furthermore, to 
acquire knowledge from the excavation. Therefore, we should educate villagers, especially 
children, on the process and importance of archaeological research. Children are our future; 
they can transfer what they have learned to the next generations. So far, at the site, we are not 
just giving the children knowledge about the history of Angkor and the value of the cultural 
heritage; we also encourage them to communicate such knowledge to their family and friends in 
the village. If they could understand the value of the cultural heritage, then they would begin to 
respect their temples and art objects and assist in protecting the cultural heritage on their own.
Cultural heritage education is not intended to benefit only academic experts but also to share 
knowledge with the local community. In the long run, educating the local community is part of 
preserving cultural heritage. Although our own research has been hastened to attain this public 
awareness, the results have been encouraging. In particular, site tours could promote the public’s 
understanding of archaeology.
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on my activities in South Sudan, including my meetings with First Vice President and Foreign 
Minister and my lectures at SSBC. I was also invited to appear on SSBC's 40-minute interview 
program, where my peacebuilding proposals were aired. South Sudan's first presidential election 
is scheduled for the end of 2024, marking a crucial moment for the country’s future peace. 
Engaging in in-depth discussions with South Sudan’s leadership and participating in practical 
program development with SSBC journalists was a significant experience. 

Academic Contributions through Research, Publishing, Lectures, and Education
I published my second English book, “Inclusivity in Mediation and Peacebuilding: UN, Neighboring 
States, and Global Powers” from Edward Elgar Publishing in February 2022. This book was highly 
praised in a review published in 2024 in the Journal of International Peacekeeping, one of the 
most widely read journals on peacebuilding and PKO. 
Following Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, I published the Japanese book, “How 
to End the War in Ukraine” (Iwanami Shinsho) in February 2023. On February 26, I appeared 
on NHK’s Sunday Discussion alongside Foreign Minister Hayashi, where I proposed that Japan, 
leveraging its G7 presidency, could collaborate with India (the G20 presidency) to bridge 
emerging and developing countries with the G7, helping to raise global momentum for Russia's 
withdrawal from Ukraine. 
During my tenure as a Visiting Scholar at Harvard University’s Japan-U.S. Program from September 
2023, I had the privilege of giving 12 lectures across the U.S. and Canada, mainly on the end of 
the War in Ukraine, peacebuilding in South Sudan, and the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. 
I gave three lectures at Harvard, and through additional discussions at Tufts University, CUNY, 
University of British Columbia, University of Toronto, and the UN headquarters in New York, 
I gained valuable insights for my ongoing research. This led to a proposal for my third English 
book, “Mediation and Peacebuilding in an Age of Division,” which I signed a publishing contract 
with Routledge in early 2024 (the book is scheduled for release in 2026). 
In terms of education, I resumed teaching at Sophia University in April 2024, hosting a series of 
seminars on “Human Security and Peacebuilding” with Japan’s leading policymakers and experts. 
From April, I also became the director of Sophia University’s Graduate Program for International 
Cooperation. 
Additionally, as an advisor to the Sophia University Peacebuilding and International Cooperation 
Research Group, I led a study tour from August 5 to 7, 2024, to the disaster-stricken areas in 
Iwaki City and Namie Town in Fukushima Prefecture. We learned about offshore wind power 
and hydrogen energy while engaging with local fishermen and farmers still struggling from post-
disaster. This initiative provided a meaningful opportunity to consider SDG-related challenges 
with students.

On June 14, 2023, together with Amb. Tariq, Special Envoy  for Afghanistan 
of the OIC and non-partisan Japan Parliament Federation on Population in 
the meeting which Prof. Higashi organized.

Visit to the Mainichi Broadcasting System Headquarters
Rokko Junior/Senior High School

Rokko Junior/Senior High School is implementing an 
initiative known as a junior high school graduation 
research for third-year junior high school students. This 
initiative is aimed at cultivating students’ interest in society 
and the world and helping them realize that their studies 
contribute to improving society. The school also conducts 
fieldwork for second-year junior high school students more 
than 10 times a year.
This program entai ls vis its to companies, research 
institutes, and government offices, interactions with the 
people who work there, and participation in various tours 
and experiences. Here, the students’ visit to the Mainichi 
Broadcasting System (MBS) headquarters that took place 
on August 7, 2024 is used as an example.
During a discussion with MBS employees, a correspondent 
who covered the referendum on the independence in 
East Timor in August 1999 shared their experience. While 
78.5% of the voters voted in favor of independence from 
Indonesia, after that, acts of destruction and violence by 
militias and other anti-independence groups increased 
sharply, and the security situation in the area rapidly deteriorated. During their coverage, this 
correspondent also received multiple death threats, with perpetrators warning, “If you continue 
reporting, we’ll kill you.”
The correspondent said they felt genuine anger at “ignoring the will of the people, as nearly 80% 
were in favor of independence, and using violence to get what they want.” Students were deeply 
impressed by the correspondent’s determination and intensity to engage with the media. I was 
very impressed by their determination and power to engage with the media.
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 GOAL 17: PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable development

Collaboration Program with Yakumo Town, Hokkaido

Yakumo	Town	 is	 located	 in	 the	 southwest	of	Hokkaido,	
facing	 two	seas,	 the	Pacifi	c	Ocean	and	 the	Sea	of	Japan.	
Primary	 industries	 such	 as	 agriculture,	 dairy	 farming,	
and	 seafood	are	 thriving	 there,	 and	 the	 town	has	been	
attracting	 attention	 in	 recent	 years	 as	 the	 birthplace	
of	 Hokkaido’s	wooden	 bear	 carvings.	 In	 addition,	 the	
Hokkaido	 Shinkansen’s	 Shin-Yakumo	 (tentative	 name)	
Station	is	scheduled	to	open	at	the	end	of	fi	scal	2030.		
Yakumo	Town	and	Sophia	University	annually	 implement	
an	extracurricular	outreach	program	called	 the	Yakumo	
Town	Collaboration	Program.	This	hands-on	educational	
program	began	 in	 2015	with	 the	 idea	 and	 support	 of	
Takeshi	Okawara,	a	graduate	of	Sophia	University	who	 is	
now	the	CEO	of	DELSOLE	Corporation	and	the	chairman	of	
the	Honobono	Sports	Council.		
Through	 interactions	with	 the	people	of	Yakumo,	Sophia	
University	 students	 learn	 about	 the	 town’s	 industry,	
culture,	and	history.	Through	direct	experiences,	they	also	
learn	about	Yakumo	and	Japanese	 industries	while	also	
considering	 how	 Japan	 and	 the	world	 should	 interact	
and	making	 proposals	 for	 the	 town’s	development.	 In	
2018,	 Sophia	 School	 Corporation	 and	 Yakumo	 Town	
signed	a	partnership	agreement	with	the	aim	of	deepening	
cooperat ion	 for 	 the	 development	 of 	 both	 part ies	
by	 contributing	 to	 the	 realization	 of	 the	 Sustainable	
Development	Goals	(SDGs)	with	the	commonality	between	
the	town	development	that	Yakumo	Town	aims	for	and	the	
educational	philosophy	 that	 Sophia	 School	Corporation	
upholds.		
In	 2023,	 12	 students	 of	 various	 nationalities,	 including	
Japan,	 South	 Korea,	 China,	 Taiwan,	 Thai land,	 and	
Mongolia,	participated	in	the	three-day,	two-night	program	
under	 the	 theme	“Industry	and	Education.”	The	program	
aimed	 to	 teach	about	 cultural	 and	 regional	 differences	
within	 Japan	and	promote	exchanges	between	 students	
of	different	ages	 through	experiencing	 local	 industries	 in	different	environments	and	providing	
outreach	classes	to	junior	and	senior	high	school	students	in	Yakumo	Town.		
Participants	 learned	about	 the	 industries	 in	Yakumo	Town	and	 issues	 that	 they	 face	 through	
tours	of	a	fi	shery	 factory,	a	Shinkansen	 tunnel,	a	 farm,	Funka	Bay,	a	cheese-making	experience,	
and	taught	a	class	at	Yakumo	Junior	and	Senior	High	School.	They	also	 learned	fi	rsthand	about	
the	acceptance	of	 foreign	 technical	 intern	 trainees	due	 to	declining	fi	sh	catches,	 restrictions	on	
exports	overseas,	and	a	 lack	of	 successors,	eff	orts	 to	promote	 recycling-oriented	dairy	 farming	
through	robotization	due	to	a	lack	of	successors	and	human	resources	at	farms,	noise	issues	due	
to	construction	work	on	 the	Shinkansen	 line	and	 the	decline	of	 local	 railways,	 revitalization	of	
the	town	due	to	the	opening	of	 the	 line,	and	 issues	related	to	education	and	 further	education	
in	Yakumo	Town.	On	 the	fi	nal	day,	 the	students	gave	a	presentation	 to	Yakumo	Town	offi		cials	
about	 the	challenges	and	strengths	of	Yakumo	Town	 that	 they	had	 felt	 through	 the	 tour	and	
exchange	classes,	and	about	 their	proposals	 for	education	and	human	development	 in	Yakumo	
Town.	Later,	they	created	a	report	entitled	“Proposals	for	Education	and	Human	Development	in	
Yakumo	Town”	and	submitted	it	to	the	municipal	government.		

Comments	 from	participating	 students	 included	 the	 following:	“The	 tour	 of	 the	 extremely	
effi		ciently	managed	 training	 ranch	made	me	 think	 that	Yakumo	Town’s	pioneering	eff	orts	could	
become	a	model	case	for	regional	revitalization,”	“It	was	a	valuable	opportunity	to	see	how	the	
town	 is	using	 ingenuity	 to	manufacture	and	export	processed	products	 in	 the	 face	of	 various	
problems	such	as	declining	fi	sh	catches	and	a	lack	of	successors	and	to	see	fi	rsthand	the	impact	
and	current	 situation	of	China’s	export	 restrictions,	as	well	as	 to	actually	 tour	 the	 inside	of	a	
processing	plant,”	and	“Through	 this	exchange	program,	 I	was	able	 to	get	a	glimpse	not	only	
of	 local	 industry	but	also	of	student	 life	and	English	 language	 learning	 that	was	diff	erent	 to	my	
experience	growing	up	 in	Tokyo.	 It’s	not	a	matter	of	which	 is	better	or	worse,	but	 rather	 that	
the	best	 revitalization	methods	vary	depending	on	 the	 region,	and	 I	hope	 that	 the	opinions	of	
students	with	diverse	backgrounds	 like	us	 from	Tokyo	have	been	of	some	use.”	 In	 this	manner,	
the	 students	deepened	 their	 learning	about	Yakumo	Town	 through	 their	 tours	and	 first-hand	
experiences.		
Through	 future	 exchange	programs,	we	will	 continue	 to	 deepen	our	 collaboration	 for	 the	
realization	of	the	SDGs	and	the	development	of	Yakumo	Town	and	Sophia	University.

Sophia and Ateneo de Manila Join Forces in COIL Sessions:
Exploring Philosophical and Religious Worldviews for a Sustainable Future
Karen Natera (Ateneo de Manila) & Maria Manzon (Sophia)

Through	a	meaningful	 partnership	 that	 crosses	 geographical	 boundaries,	 students	 from	 the	
Ateneo	de	Manila	University	in	the	Philippines	and	Sophia	University	in	Japan	participated	in	the	
Collaborative	Online	 International	 Learning	 (COIL)	program.	This	 innovative	 initiative	 from	 the	
AJCU	 (Association	of	 Jesuit	Colleges	and	Universities)	 -	Asia	Pacifi	c	brought	 together	students	
from	both	 institutions	 to	explore	 the	 rich	and	varied	philosophical	and	 religious	 traditions	 that	
infl	uence	education	and	sustainability.	At	Sophia,	the	COIL	sessions	were	part	of	the	SPSF	course	
“Comparative	Education	 in	Asia:	Cultures,	Histories	and	Futures”,	which	explores	and	compares	
education	systems	in	Asia	grouped	into	six	major	civilizations:	Buddhist,	Christian,	Hindu,	Islamic,	
Japanese	and	Sinic.

Two	COIL	sessions	were	held	on	ZOOM	towards	the	
end	of	the	Spring	2024	semester.	This	was	to	ensure	
that	 students	had	 sufficient	 intellectual	preparation	
through	 their	 respective	 courses	 for	 the	 themes	of	
the	COIL	discussions.	 For	each	COIL	 session,	 three	
experts	were	invited	to	each	give	a	10-minute	sharing	
on	 a	 specific	 philosophical	 or	 religious	worldview	
and	its	infl	uence	on	education	for	sustainable	futures.	
An	open	 forum	 followed	where	 students	 could	ask	
questions	 to	any	of	 the	speakers,	using	Google	docs	
as	a	shared	platform.	After	the	 forum,	students	were	
divided	 into	breakout	 rooms	ensuring	a	mixed	group	
of	both	Ateneans	and	Sophians	 in	each	 team.	They	
discussed	 their	 insights	 on	 the	ways	 in	which	 the	
three	philosophical	or	 religious	worldviews	converge	
in	advancing	education	for	sustainable	futures.	Finally,	
in	 the	plenary	 session,	each	group’s	 representative	
shared	their	overall	refl	ections.			

COIL Session 1: Sinic, Japanese, and Buddhist Perspectives
The	 first	 session,	held	on	June	28,	2024,	offered	students	an	opportunity	 to	engage	with	 the	
Sinic,	Japanese,	and	Buddhist	worldviews.	The	 three	 invited	experts	were	Ms.	Jennifer	Ngo	Say	
of	Xavier	School,	Philippines,	Mr.	Nopparat	Ruankool,	M.A.,	 from	the	University	College	London	
and	Professor	Mikiko	 Sugiura	 from	Sophia’s	Center	 for	Global	 Education	and	Discovery	and	
International	Cooperation	 Studies	 at	 the	Graduate	 School	of	Global	 Studies.	 Their	 valuable	

First	COIL	Session	with	Students	 from	Sophia	
University	and	Ateneo	de	Manila	University,	June	
28,	2024
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insights	greatly	enhanced	the	discussions.
Under	 the	guidance	of	Ms.	Karen	Natera	of	 the	Ateneo	de	Manila	University	 (ADMU)	and	Dr.	
Maria	Manzon	of	Sophia	University	 (SU),	participants	engaged	 in	meaningful	dialogue	on	how	
these	cultural	philosophies	shape	educational	practices	and	contribute	to	sustainable	futures.	

Brayden	Jansen	Ang,	another	student	from	ADMU,	also	shared	a	similar	sentiment,		

The	COIL	 sessions	allowed	me	 to	get	a	glimpse	of	education	outside	our	Ateneo	bubble.	By	
engaging	with	students	from	Sophia	University,	I	got	to	see	that,	while	some	of	our	practices	diff	er	
and	others	do	not,	in	the	end	we	are	trying	to	accomplish	the	same	goal	in	terms	of	sustainable	
education.	I	personally	think	that	Ateneans	need	more	opportunities	like	COIL	to	experience	and	
collaborate	with	students	of	diff	erent	cultures.	

COIL Session 2: Christian, Islamic, and Hindu Insights
The	second	session,	held	on	July	12,	2024,	focused	on	Christian,	Islamic,	and	Hindu	worldviews	
and	education.	 Experts	 such	 as	Dr.	 Francis	Alvarez	 from	Ateneo	de	Manila,	 Professor	Cyril	
Veliath	 from	 Sophia	University	 and	 Professor	Zainal	Abidin	 Bin	 Sanusi	 of	 the	 International	
Islamic	University	Malaysia	provided	 insights	 to	enrich	 the	discussions.	Students	examined	how	
these	 religious	philosophies	can	come	together	 to	promote	educational	practices	 that	advance	
sustainability.

Refl	ecting	on	the	session,	Chetna	Kashyap,	a	SPSF	student	from	Sophia	University	remarked:

The	 convergence	 of	 Christian,	 Islamic	 and	Hindu	 perspectives	 in	 advancing	 education	 for	
sustainable	 futures	 is	 evident.	 Christianity’s	 emphasis	 on	 serving	God	 through	 reason	 and	
promoting	 justice	 fosters	 environmental	 stewardship	 and	 compassion	 for	 creation.	 Islam’s	
teachings	on	stewardship	(Khalifa)	and	balanced	living	(Wasatiyyah)	emphasize	accountability	to	
God	and	harmony	with	 nature,	 encouraging	mindful	 consumption.	Hinduism’s	principles	 of	
interconnectedness	 (Vasudhaiva	Kutumbakam)	and	non-violence	 (Ahimsa)	promote	 respect	 for	
all	 life	 forms	and	 sustainable	practices.	 These	 teachings	 can	develop	a	mindset	 that	 values	
sustainability	and	fosters	spiritual	and	emotional	well-being.

Building Global Connections through COIL
The	 COIL	 program	 has	 created	 a	 collaborative	
in ternat iona l 	 learn ing 	 env i ronment , 	 enabl ing	
students	 to	connect	with	peers	of	different	 cultural	
backgrounds. 	 By	 engaging	 with	 these	 diverse	
wor ldv iews, 	 part ic ipants 	 are	 expanding	 the i r	
academic	 knowledge	 and	 contributing	 to	 a	 global	
community	 focused	on	building	 a	 sustainable	 and	
interconnected	 futures.	As	 these	 sessions	 illustrate,	
COIL	 is	 paving	 the	way	 for	 a	more	 inclusive	 and	
globally	conscious	approach	to	education.

Second	COIL	Session	with	Students	from	Sophia	
University	and	Ateneo	de	Manila	University,	July	
12,	2024

“SDGs, ESG Management, and Sustainability Information Disclosure” 
Seminar with CEO of Global Reporting Initiative

On	October	18th,	2023,	 Sophia	University	hosted	a	 seminar	 titled	“SDGs,	 ESG	Management	
and	Sustainability	 Information	Disclosure	 featuring	Mr.	Eelco	van	der	Enden,	 the	CEO	of	Global	
Reporting	 Initiatives	 (GRI).	This	 seminar	delved	 into	critical	 themes	concerning	 the	signifi	cance	
of	 corporate	ESG	management,	 the	global	 trend	of	 sustainability	 information	disclosure,	 and	
the	role	GRI	plays	 in	 the	sustainability	 reporting	 landscape.	And	this	seminar	was	supported	by	
International	Development	Center	of	Japan.

The	event	 commenced	with	a	 lecture	delivered	by	Mr.	 van	der	Enden,	 titled	“The	Future	of	
Sustainability	Reporting.”	Mr.	 van	der	Enden	 introduced	 the	 influential	 actors	 in	 the	ESG	and	
sustainability	reporting	landscape,	including	reporting	standards,	frameworks	developers,	rankers	
&	 raters,	 the	public	 sector,	fi	nancial	 services,	audit	and	 the	 legal	profession,	asset	owners	and	
managers,	and	more.	The	lecture	also	explored	the	two	pillars	of	reporting	governance	structure,	
single-materiality	 (focusing	on	 the	 financial	 implications	of	 sustainability	 issues	on	enterprise	
value	creation)	and	double-materiality	 (focusing	on	both	fi	nancial	and	 impact	materiality	which	
considers	a	company’s	impacts	on	the	environment,	society,	and	the	economy).

Following	the	lecture,	Professor	Masafumi	Hikima	moderated	the	discussion	posing	two	thought-
provoking	questions:	“Why	has	non-fi	nancial	reporting	become	so	important?”	and	“Will	double	
materiality	become	the	global	standard?”.	These	questions	prompted	participants	to	think	more	
deeply	about	the	topic.

The	seminar’s	 final	phase	opened	 the	 floor	 for	questions	and	comments.	Participants	 ranging	
from	students,	 faculty	members	to	professionals,	engaged	in	an	 interactive	session	with	Mr.	van	
der	Enden.	 Some	of	 the	noteworthy	questions	 raised	 included	 inquiries	about	why	 Japanese	
companies	particularly	emphasize	double	materiality	and	the	aff	ordable	infrastructures	available	
to	start-ups	and	SMEs	in	the	realm	of	sustainability	reporting.

With	Mr.	 van	der	Enden’s	expertise	and	 the	active	engagement	of	participants,	 this	 seminar	
provided	valuable	insights	into	the	evolving	landscape	of	sustainability	reporting	and	left	us	with	
a	 food	 for	 thought	on	 the	 future	of	ESG	and	sustainability	considerations	within	 the	corporate	
world	in	shaping	a	more	sustainable	future.

https://diversity-sustainability.sophia.ac.jp/en/eff	orts/4708/
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