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GOAL 17: PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global
partnership for sustainable development

1 PARTNERSHIPS

FOR THE GOALS

Collaboration Program with Yakumo Town, Hokkaido

Yakumo Town is located in the southwest of Hokkaido,
facing two seas, the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Japan.

lsm“m Primary industries such as agriculture, dairy farming,
¥: and seafood are thriving there, and the town has been
attracting attention in recent years as the birthplace
of Hokkaido’s wooden bear carvings. In addition, the
Hokkaido Shinkansen’s Shin-Yakumo (tentative name)
Station is scheduled to open at the end of fiscal 2030.
Yakumo Town and Sophia University annually implement
an extracurricular outreach program called the Yakumo
Town Collaboration Program. This hands-on educational
program began in 2015 with the idea and support of
Takeshi Okawara, a graduate of Sophia University who is
now the CEO of DELSOLE Corporation and the chairman of
the Honobono Sports Council.
Through interactions with the people of Yakumo, Sophia
University students learn about the town’s industry,
culture, and history. Through direct experiences, they also
learn about Yakumo and Japanese industries while also
considering how Japan and the world should interact
and making proposals for the town’s development. In
2018, Sophia School Corporation and Yakumo Town
signed a partnership agreement with the aim of deepening
cooperation for the development of both parties
by contributing to the realization of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) with the commonality between
the town development that Yakumo Town aims for and the
educational philosophy that Sophia School Corporation
upholds.
In 2023, 12 students of various nationalities, including
Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan, Thailand, and
Mongolia, participated in the three-day, two-night program
under the theme “Industry and Education.” The program
aimed to teach about cultural and regional differences
within Japan and promote exchanges between students
of different ages through experiencing local industries in different environments and providing
outreach classes to junior and senior high school students in Yakumo Town.
Participants learned about the industries in Yakumo Town and issues that they face through
tours of a fishery factory, a Shinkansen tunnel, a farm, Funka Bay, a cheese-making experience,
and taught a class at Yakumo Junior and Senior High School. They also learned firsthand about
the acceptance of foreign technical intern trainees due to declining fish catches, restrictions on
exports overseas, and a lack of successors, efforts to promote recycling-oriented dairy farming
through robotization due to a lack of successors and human resources at farms, noise issues due
to construction work on the Shinkansen line and the decline of local railways, revitalization of
the town due to the opening of the line, and issues related to education and further education
in Yakumo Town. On the final day, the students gave a presentation to Yakumo Town officials
about the challenges and strengths of Yakumo Town that they had felt through the tour and
exchange classes, and about their proposals for education and human development in Yakumo
Town. Later, they created a report entitled “Proposals for Education and Human Development in
Yakumo Town” and submitted it to the municipal government.
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Comments from participating students included the following: “The tour of the extremely
efficiently managed training ranch made me think that Yakumo Town’s pioneering efforts could
become a model case for regional revitalization,” “It was a valuable opportunity to see how the
town is using ingenuity to manufacture and export processed products in the face of various
problems such as declining fish catches and a lack of successors and to see firsthand the impact
and current situation of China’s export restrictions, as well as to actually tour the inside of a
processing plant,” and “Through this exchange program, | was able to get a glimpse not only
of local industry but also of student life and English language learning that was different to my
experience growing up in Tokyo. It's not a matter of which is better or worse, but rather that
the best revitalization methods vary depending on the region, and | hope that the opinions of
students with diverse backgrounds like us from Tokyo have been of some use.” In this manner,
the students deepened their learning about Yakumo Town through their tours and first-hand
experiences.

Through future exchange programs, we will continue to deepen our collaboration for the
realization of the SDGs and the development of Yakumo Town and Sophia University.

R Sophia and Ateneo de Manila Join Forces in COIL Sessions:
Ul Exploring Philosophical and Religious Worldviews for a Sustainable Future
Karen Natera (Ateneo de Manila) & Maria Manzon (Sophia)

Through a meaningful partnership that crosses geographical boundaries, students from the
Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines and Sophia University in Japan participated in the
Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) program. This innovative initiative from the

16 F,r?:i"f:"};;f AJCU (Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities) - Asia Pacific brought together students
!i from both institutions to explore the rich and varied philosophical and religious traditions that
- influence education and sustainability. At Sophia, the COIL sessions were part of the SPSF course

17 Fveoos “Comparative Education in Asia: Cultures, Histories and Futures”, which explores and compares
@ education systems in Asia grouped into six major civilizations: Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic,

Japanese and Sinic.

Two COIL sessions were held on ZOOM towards the
end of the Spring 2024 semester. This was to ensure
that students had sufficient intellectual preparation
through their respective courses for the themes of
the COIL discussions. For each COIL session, three
experts were invited to each give a 10-minute sharing
on a specific philosophical or religious worldview
and its influence on education for sustainable futures.
An open forum followed where students could ask
questions to any of the speakers, using Google docs
as a shared platform. After the forum, students were
divided into breakout rooms ensuring a mixed group
of both Ateneans and Sophians in each team. They
discussed their insights on the ways in which the
three philosophical or religious worldviews converge First COIL Session with Students from Sophia
in advancing education for sustainable futures. Finally, University and Ateneo de Manila University, June
in the plenary session, each group’s representative 28.2024

shared their overall reflections.

COIL Session 1: Sinic, Japanese, and Buddhist Perspectives

The first session, held on June 28, 2024, offered students an opportunity to engage with the
Sinic, Japanese, and Buddhist worldviews. The three invited experts were Ms. Jennifer Ngo Say
of Xavier School, Philippines, Mr. Nopparat Ruankool, M.A., from the University College London
and Professor Mikiko Sugiura from Sophia’s Center for Global Education and Discovery and

International Cooperation Studies at the Graduate School of Global Studies. Their valuable
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insights greatly enhanced the discussions.

Under the guidance of Ms. Karen Natera of the Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU) and Dr.
Maria Manzon of Sophia University (SU), participants engaged in meaningful dialogue on how
these cultural philosophies shape educational practices and contribute to sustainable futures.

Brayden Jansen Ang, another student from ADMU, also shared a similar sentiment,

The COIL sessions allowed me to get a glimpse of education outside our Ateneo bubble. By
engaging with students from Sophia University, | got to see that, while some of our practices differ
and others do not, in the end we are trying to accomplish the same goal in terms of sustainable
education. | personally think that Ateneans need more opportunities like COIL to experience and
collaborate with students of different cultures.

COIL Session 2: Christian, Islamic, and Hindu Insights

The second session, held on July 12, 2024, focused on Christian, Islamic, and Hindu worldviews
and education. Experts such as Dr. Francis Alvarez from Ateneo de Manila, Professor Cyril
Veliath from Sophia University and Professor Zainal Abidin Bin Sanusi of the International
Islamic University Malaysia provided insights to enrich the discussions. Students examined how
these religious philosophies can come together to promote educational practices that advance
sustainability.

Reflecting on the session, Chetna Kashyap, a SPSF student from Sophia University remarked:

The convergence of Christian, Islamic and Hindu perspectives in advancing education for
sustainable futures is evident. Christianity’s emphasis on serving God through reason and
promoting justice fosters environmental stewardship and compassion for creation. Islam’s
teachings on stewardship (Khalifa) and balanced living (Wasatiyyah) emphasize accountability to
God and harmony with nature, encouraging mindful consumption. Hinduism’s principles of
interconnectedness (Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam) and non-violence (Ahimsa) promote respect for
all life forms and sustainable practices. These teachings can develop a mindset that values
sustainability and fosters spiritual and emotional well-being.

Building Global Connections through COIL

The COIL program has created a collaborative
international learning environment, enabling
students to connect with peers of different cultural
backgrounds. By engaging with these diverse
worldviews, participants are expanding their
academic knowledge and contributing to a global
community focused on building a sustainable and
interconnected futures. As these sessions illustrate,
COIL is paving the way for a more inclusive and
globally conscious approach to education.

Second COIL Session with Students from Sophia
University and Ateneo de Manila University, July
12,2024
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B “SDGs, ESG Management, and Sustainability Information Disclosure”
Seminar with CEO of Global Reporting Initiative

16 (o On October 18th, 2023, Sophia University hosted a seminar titled “SDGs, ESG Management

s and Sustainability Information Disclosure featuring Mr. Eelco van der Enden, the CEO of Global
Reporting Initiatives (GRI). This seminar delved into critical themes concerning the significance
of corporate ESG management, the global trend of sustainability information disclosure, and
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the role GRI plays in the sustainability reporting landscape. And this seminar was supported by
@ International Development Center of Japan.

The event commenced with a lecture delivered by Mr. van der Enden, titled “The Future of
Sustainability Reporting.” Mr. van der Enden introduced the influential actors in the ESG and
sustainability reporting landscape, including reporting standards, frameworks developers, rankers
& raters, the public sector, financial services, audit and the legal profession, asset owners and
managers, and more. The lecture also explored the two pillars of reporting governance structure,
single-materiality (focusing on the financial implications of sustainability issues on enterprise
value creation) and double-materiality (focusing on both financial and impact materiality which
considers a company’s impacts on the environment, society, and the economy).

Following the lecture, Professor Masafumi Hikima moderated the discussion posing two thought-
provoking questions: “Why has non-financial reporting become so important?” and “Will double
materiality become the global standard?”. These questions prompted participants to think more
deeply about the topic.

The seminar’s final phase opened the floor for questions and comments. Participants ranging
from students, faculty members to professionals, engaged in an interactive session with Mr. van
der Enden. Some of the noteworthy questions raised included inquiries about why Japanese
companies particularly emphasize double materiality and the affordable infrastructures available
to start-ups and SMEs in the realm of sustainability reporting.

With Mr. van der Enden’s expertise and the active engagement of participants, this seminar
provided valuable insights into the evolving landscape of sustainability reporting and left us with
a food for thought on the future of ESG and sustainability considerations within the corporate
world in shaping a more sustainable future.

https://diversity-sustainability.sophia.ac.jp/en/efforts/4708/
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